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ORDINANCE NO. NS-XXX 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SANTA ANA AMENDING CHAPTER 33 OF THE SANTA 
ANA MUNICIPAL CODE (STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND 
PUBLIC WORKS) BY ADDING ARTICLE XI RELATING TO 
CEREMONIAL STREET NAMING 

WHEREAS, the Santa Ana City Council desires to recognize individuals and 
philanthropic organizations that are of particular importance to the City of Santa Ana or 
have made significant contributions to improving the quality of life in the City by 
ceremonially naming sections of public streets in their honor; and  

WHEREAS, currently, there is no formal policy addressing guidelines for the 
content or placement of ceremonial street signs; and 

WHEREAS, a policy is needed to ensure consistency, proper neighborhood 
outreach, traffic safety, and appropriate sign content; and 

WHEREAS, this ordinance will amend the Santa Ana Municipal Code to 

authorize the City Council to confer ceremonial names on public streets and allow for 

the installation of appropriate signage, which shall be distinct from, and not change or 

replace, existing legal street names and signs, and recognized neighborhood 

association neighborhood street designations; and 

WHEREAS, for ease of administration, these regulations will comprise new Article 
XI of Chapter 33 of the Santa Ana Municipal Code (Streets, Sidewalks and Public Works); 
and 

WHEREAS, this ordinance is not intended to apply to the method by which the 

recognized neighborhood associations of the City currently place their neighborhood 

street designations.    

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA ANA, 
CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:  

Section 1.  The recitals above are each incorporated by reference and adopted 
as findings by the City Council.  

Section 2.  Article XI (Ceremonial Street Naming) is hereby added to Chapter 33 
of the Santa Ana Municipal Code (Streets, Sidewalks and Public Works) to read in its 
entirety as follows.  

EXHIBIT 1
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 ARTICLE XI. - CEREMONIAL STREET NAMING 
 
 Sec. 33-259. - Purpose. 
 

The purpose of this article is to commemorate the service, lives, and achievements 
of individuals, philanthropic groups of individuals, or a landmark event, affiliated with the 
City of Santa Ana where the individual(s) or event has had significant and clearly defined 
cultural, humanitarian or historic impact on the City by recognizing them with a ceremonial 
street name that does not cause any disruption of the existing legal street names and 
abutting uses.  Nothing in this article shall pertain to the method by which recognized 
neighborhood associations place their neighborhood street designations. 

 
 Sec. 33-260. - General provisions. 
 

(a) Only entire blocks of public streets or intersections may be granted ceremonial 
street names. 
 

(b) A ceremonial street naming application may only be initiated by: 
 

(1) A resident or owner of a property abutting the street; or 
 

(2) Neighborhood or community groups; or 
 

(3) A current City Councilmember. 
 

(c) Candidates for ceremonial street names shall be limited to the name of an 
individual, philanthropic organization, significant event or landmark. 
 

(d) Ceremonial street names shall be in the form of a “Sign Topper,” which is a sheet 
metal sign that is placed on top of the standard City street sign identification and 
shall adhere to the following specifications: 
 

(1) Ceremonial street naming cannot contain a product name or be used for a 
commercial purpose. 
 

(2) Ceremonial street naming must be a name of an individual, philanthropic 
organization, landmarks or an event. 
 

(3) A ceremonial street Sign Topper must include the word “Honorary.” 
 

(4) No more than one ceremonial Sign Topper per street block. 
 

(5) Only one Sign Topper may be placed on any pole. 
 

(6) Sign Toppers shall not be attached to traffic signal mast arms. 
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(7) Ceremonial names shall not duplicate any currently existing official street 
names. 
 

(8) Up to five (5) Sign Toppers may be located at any one intersection, 
coincident with existing street name signs.   
 

(9) Sign Toppers may not be attached to traffic signal poles. 
 

(10) No one candidate may receive City Council approval for a Sign 
Topper recognition on more than one street or intersection. 

 
Sec. 33-261. - Criteria for Ceremonial Street Naming. 

 
(a) Candidates for ceremonial street names must exhibit a minimum of 10 years of 

community involvement or demonstrated an extraordinary, consistent and 
voluntary commitment to the community, or have had contributed significantly to 
the City of Santa Ana.  Significant historic events or City of Santa Ana landmarks 
may also be considered if supported by significant and clearly defined cultural, 
humanitarian, or historical impact to the City. 
 

(b) An Individual to be honored must have been dead for at least two years prior to 
the date of application. 
 

(c) Candidates, who have already been honored on one street, whether ceremonial 
or official, may not be honored on another street. 
 

(d) Ceremonial street names cannot be an ideology or a commercial interest. 
  

Sec. 33-262. - Application Process. 
 

(a) Application.  An application for a ceremonial street naming must be filed with the 
Public Works Agency on an application form furnished by the Agency.  The 
application must include all of the following: 
 

(1) A statement addressing the criteria for ceremonial street naming set forth in 
this article. 
 

(2) A map showing the proposed location of the entire street block(s) receiving 
the ceremonial street name.  No fractions of a street block may receive the 
ceremonial street name.   
 

(3) If a ceremonial name is proposed for an intersection, a map showing the 
proposed intersection.  No more than five (5) locations at an intersection 
may receive the ceremonial name.  
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(4) Documentation indicating that two-thirds of the residents or owners of the 
lots abutting the street or intersection are in support of the ceremonial street 
name.   
 
A. For the purposes of this section, only one (1) adult signature per 

address, either owner or renter, will be counted. 
 

B. Documentation shall be within 60 days from the date of the application.   
 

C. Documentation shall be submitted on a form provided by the Director of 
Public Works. 

 
(b) Notice of Application.  Within ten (10) calendar days of acceptance by the City of 

the ceremonial street application, the applicant must provide written notice to the 
legal owners of the property abutting the proposed ceremonial street or 
intersection by depositing the notice, properly addressed and postage paid in the 
United States mail to such  owners. 

 
(1) The written notice shall include the following: 

 
A. The proposed name of the street or intersection; and 

 
B. The location of the proposed street or intersection. 

 
(2) The City shall provide the addresses of the owners of record of the 

properties abutting the proposed ceremonial street block(s) or intersection. 
 

(3) Applicant will be responsible for paying postage and mailing such notices 
using the United States mail system. 

 
(c) Fees.  The following fees are required for a ceremonial street naming. 

 
(1) An application fee, as established by resolution of the City Council, must be 

paid at the time the application is submitted. 
 

(2) If approved by the City Council, fees for sign production, hardware costs 
and installation fees, as established by resolution of the City Council, must 
be paid prior to sign installation.   

 
(d) Public Hearing.  The City Council shall consider the application based on the 

testimony presented at a  public hearing and a determination that the application 
meets the ceremonial street naming criteria standards.   
 

(1) If a written protest against the ceremonial street naming has been signed 
by the residents or owners of twenty percent (20%) of all lots abutting the 
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street, then a favorable vote of three-fourths of all City Councilmembers is 
required. 

(2) Otherwise, a ceremonial street application may be approved by a 
majority vote of City Councilmembers.  

 
(e) Waiver.  If application is initiated by a current City Councilmember, the 

requirements of subsections (a) through (c) may be waived by a majority vote of 
the City Council. 

 

(f) Resolution.  Approval of the ceremonial street naming shall be made by City 
Council resolution. 

 
 Sec. 33-263. - Effective date of ceremonial street name and end date. 
 

(a) The ceremonial street name shall end ten (10) years after the date of the resolution 
approving the ceremonial street name, provided that the City Council at its sole 
discretion may select a longer or indefinite period. 
 

(b) An applicant may re-apply for the ceremonial street name by the same process 
detailed in this article. 

 
 Sec. 33-264. - Installation and replacement.   
 

(a) Installation.  The Director of the Public Works Agency, or his or her designee, is 
responsible for the fabrication and installation of the ceremonial Sign Toppers.  
 

(b) Replacement and Removal.  Any ceremonial Sign Topper that has become torn, 
damaged, defaced, or destroyed shall be repaired, replaced, or removed by the 
City at the sole cost of applicant following written notice to applicant. 

 
Sec. 33-265. - Authority of the Director. 

 
 The Director of Public Works is authorized to establish rules and procedures and 
to produce signs, forms and other materials necessary or appropriate to implement the 
provisions of this article. 

 

Section 4.    The City Council finds and determines that this ordinance is not 

subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Sections 

15060(c)(2) and 15060(c)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines because it will not result in a 

direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, as there is 

no possibility it will have a significant effect on the environment and it is not a "project", 

as defined in Section 15378 of the CEQA Guidelines. 

 

Section 5.   If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this 
ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any 
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court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this ordinance.  The City Council of the City of Santa Ana hereby declares that 
it would have adopted this ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, 
phrase or portion thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional. 

 
Section 6. This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after its 

adoption.   
 
Section 7.   The Clerk of the Council shall certify the adoption of this ordinance 

and shall cause the same to be published as required by law.  
 

 ADOPTED this _______ day of ___________, 2022. 

 

    _________________________ 

    Vicente Sarmiento 
    Mayor 

 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Sonia R. Carvalho, City Attorney  
 

 

By:_________________________ 
     Brandon Salvatierra   

Deputy City Attorney 
 
  
 
 

 

AYES:   Councilmembers  ______________________________________ 

NOES:   Councilmembers _______________________________________ 

ABSTAIN:    Councilmembers _______________________________________ 

NOT PRESENT: Councilmembers _______________________________________ 
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CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTATION AND ORIGINALITY 
 

I, Daisy Gomez, Clerk of the Council, do hereby attest to and certify the attached 
Ordinance No. NS-____________ to be the original ordinance adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Santa Ana on _______________, and that said ordinance was 
published in accordance with the Charter of the City of Santa Ana. 

 

 

 

Date:  ________________   ____________________________________ 
        Clerk of the Council 
        City of Santa Ana 

 


